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Human Rights
Education

The Human Rights
Education Programis
designed to introduce
international human

rightsand
responsibilitiesto K-12
students. It usesthe
framework of the
Universal Declaration
of Human Rightsto
help students
understand and
appreciate common
human val ues,
encourages themto
apply international
standardsto their own
lives and upparts
positive student action
to remedy human rights
violationsin their own
communities.
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Riohts Stes News

COMING SOON:
Road to Peace: A
Teacher’s Guide to
Local and Global
Transitional
Justice!

Using the expertise of
Minnesota Advocates’ human
rights monitoring teams, who
_ carried out work in Peru and
Sierra Leone, the Education Program is in the process of completing
a comprehensive teaching guide introducing students to the
concepts of transitional justice — Road to Peace: A Teacher’s
Guide to Local and Global Transitional Justice. Transitional
justice is the process by which nations address past abuses and
reform their society. An example of this is the South African truth
commission. Often, countries find it important to incorporate a
number of different transitional justice mechanisms, such as in
Sierra Leone where they established both a truth commission and a
war crimes tribunal. The complex nature of human rights crises
prove that dealing with only one factor of the past abuses will not
bring about a peaceful transition or justice to the victims. Rather,

a multitude of factors must be addressed. Every country’s situation
is different, thus the creation of a transitional mechanism for each
must also be unique.

The “Road to Peace” is designed to be used with eighth grade
students through adult audiences. Each of the lessons can be taught
independently or woven into existing subject areas. While the
curriculum uses examples of countries that have experienced some
form of Transitional Justice, personal testimonies, and interactive
lessons show the importance of restorative justice in the lives of
students at school, at home and in their community. Additionally, the
teaching guide demonstrates how personal decisions about how one
resolves conflict have a global impact.

Keep checking our website
www.mnadvocates.org/Human_Rights Education_Program.htm|
for the release of this exciting new curriculum!
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Spring Into ACTION !

In this newsletter we are focusing on child labor and how to
encourage your students to become active on this issue!

The topic of child labor can seem distant to many students
because they do not see the connection between exploitation
of children in third world nations and their own lives. Since
many people, including adults, have forgotten (or don’t know)
that our country was in part built by child labor, exploring its
use in United States history is a good place to begin a class
discussion. Also, US child labor history is a great subject to
highlight the power that the actions and words of concerned
individuals have in changing the injustices that they see in
their communities and nation.

For instance, the twentieth century photographer Lewis Hine,
ex-school teacher, turned anti-child labor activist toured the
US documenting working children in the early 1900s. His
photographs raised public awareness about the horrible work
conditions and dangers these children faced and paved the
way to ban child labor in the US. Many of his photos and
Hine’s original photo citations can be viewed online at: http:/
www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/

Child Labor Discussion Idea

A class can use Hines’ photographs to generate discussion
and action about this issue. Before viewing his photographs
have students formulate a list of jobs that they are responsible

for around their house, neighborhood and school. Next, pass
out a few of Hines’ photos or have students spend some time
examining them online. Have the students make a list of how
old they think the children are in the different photos, what
they assume their jobs are like—what do they do, what are the
dangers, joys, what do they gain/lose by working at such a
young age. A great extension idea is to have groups or
individuals write short creative stories or diary entries for the
children featured in the photographs. Compare this list with
the list they formulated about their own responsibilities. Have
students reflect on how different their lives would be if they
were living in America during the 1900s. Next, show the
students photos featured at the Child Labor and the Global
Village website at www.childlaborphotoproject.org. Then
discuss with the class how the Lewis Hine photographs
compare with the more recent photographs on the website.

More information can be found at the Free The Children
website (www.freethechildren.org) or checkout the adaptable
Journey Around the World Lesson plan from UNICEF at www.
unicefusa.org under “Youth Action” link.

For an inspirational story about getting involved in child
labor issues see the featured book below! For ideas on
how you and your students can take action read the
following pages, which include a lesson on child labor.

FEATURED HUMAN RIGHTS WEBSITE AND BOOK

Social Change

This website consists of a collection of works by various
photographers who have traveled to different parts of the world
and taken images focusing on child labor. The images are

Child Labor & the Global
Village: Photography for
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www.childlaborphotoproject.org

Man Fights Against Child Labor
& and Proves that Children Can
Change the World
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By Craig Kielburger

oLl bl Written by Craig Kielburger, who at the age of
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12 was inspired by a newspaper article about
a 12-year-old, ex-child worker turned activist,
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who had died in Pakistan. After reading this article he formed a
group made up of peers at his school to focus on child labor
issues. This group later grew into the internationally known or-
ganization Free the Children, which has become an
“international network of children helping children” with the goal
of inspiring young people to help each other become free from
poverty and exploitation as well as inspire each other to create
social change.

accompanied by a short description of the subject and the country
situation. The website is simple and would be a great starting point
for further conversations about child labor issues with your class!
(For more info on global child labor also see the UNICEF page at
http://www.unicef.org/crc/crc.htm)

Photo: © Ernesto Bazan in Peru for The Photo Project
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KIDS TAKING A CTION: FUNDRAISING |DEAS!

for donation cans at above link and attach to cans to be
placed around your school or at various events with student
made posters or fact sheets explaining the situation and their
reasons for wanting to get involved. Also have kids give cans
and posters to their parents to display at their work places.

Fundraising offers students the unique opportunity of taking
what they have learned about a specific issue to increase
awareness in the school and in the greater community. Tak-
ing action on an issue allows them to realize their own power
to change the injustices that they see. For example, Time for
Kids recently featured an article about kids in Minnesota

helping package food for Tsunami victims. (To read the arti- Here is what your money can do:

cle go to the Time for Kids site at http://www.timeforkids.com/ e $5 can provide and emergency health kit for one person
TFK/specials/articles/0,6709,1013398,00.html). Helping raise for three months, with medical supplies and drugs to
funds for the Tsunami children and victims is a fantastic mini cover basic health needs

or big project your class could carry out. In thinking about e $87 can provide a basic family water kit for ten house-

child labor you can discuss with your class that many of the
children affected by the Tsunami were child laborers and that
now, after losing everything, they have to work even harder.
Maybe the children lost all their belongings and they need to
replace them; or maybe they lost their families and need to

holds with detergent, soap, wash basin, towels, bucket
and water purification tablets.

e $198 can provide a basic “School in a Box” kit containing
basic education supplies for 80 children during times of

find a way to live on their own. UNICEF has extensive re- CrisIS ) .
sources on this issue for your class to use. See: http:/www. * $f1 ,058 can provide one large tent to set up a clinic or
unicefusa.org/site/pp.asp?c=dul RISO0H&bH=279540& field hospital for tsunami survivors

Facts found at: http://www.unicefusa.org/site/pp.asp?

Mini Fundraising Project: Print ready-made labels C=duLRIBO0H&L=277164

Child Labor Lesson

This lesson was adapted from the curriculum, “Local Action/Global Change:Learning About the Human Rights of Women and Girls”.
The curriculum can be found at http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/localaction.html

Girls’ labor is often exploited, both at home and in the workplace. UNICEF and UNIFEM have observed that “child labor is often veiled in
industrialized countries where, as elsewhere, it is subsumed into basic culture. For example, girls are being enlisted as almost full-time
caretakers for younger siblings while their mothers work outside the home to support the family or attend classes in an attempt to
improve their learning power” (UNICEF/UNIFEM Information Kit on CEDAW. Fact sheet on Girls’ Rights). Worldwide, families and
communities deny girls the right to leisure; at every age in every culture, boys have more time for play, education, sports, thinking and
developing of their personalities.

Poverty and custom in some countries have created a class of child domestics — girls who are sent to urban households to work as
servants. UNICEF estimates that 400,000 children, most of them girls, are part of the domestic workforce in New Delhi alone.

SoME FACTS ABOUT CHILD LABOR

e Indeveloping countries 250 million 5 to 14-year-olds work for pay. Of these, 120 million work fulltime (Kebebew,
Ashgric, “Statistics on Working Children and Hazardous Child Labor in Brief” ILO, GENEVA, 1998).

e Among children who attend school, 33% of boys and 42% of girls are involved part-time in economic activities. (/bid.)

e  On the average girls work longer hours and are paid less than their superiors for the same work. (/bid.)

e  Girls are the first to drop out of school to go to work and support their families; when education becomes privatized
and the choice is between education of a son or a daughter, usually the son remains in school. (/bid.)

e The highest rate for girls’ participation in the labor force are in sub-Saharan Africa, eastern Asia and Oceania at 20%
followed by Southern Asia at 12%. However, female economic activity is more likely to be undercounted due to the
nature of the work that the girls do: child care, fetching fuel and water and preparing food are not considered “work”
but a typical female task. Girls are concentrated in sectors such as agriculture, fishing and forestry, manufacturing
(such as carpet-weaving) and social and personal services (such as domestic work). (United Nations, The World’s
Women 1995: Trends and Statistics, New York; United Nations, 1995, p. 117).

e  Many young girls who are lured into prostitution begin their working lives in factories, sweatshops, as bar girls or domestic
help which serve as natural recruitment pools for pimps and procurers; these girls are typically the most vulnerable and are

Continued on the following page






