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Right to Housing
in the U.S. Quiz

1.	 The right to housing is protected by the U.S.         
Constitution.

A.	 True
B.	 False

2. 	 The national two-bedroom Housing Wage is the hourly 
wage a full-time worker must earn in order to be able 
to afford a two-bedroom home at Fair Market Rent.  
What was the national two-bedroom Housing Wage in 
2006?

A.	 $5.12
B.	 $21.67
C.	 $7.89
D.	 $16.31

3.	 Affordable housing is defined by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as housing 
that is priced at or below 30% of a household’s income.  
How many families in the U.S. are spending more than 
50% of their income on rent each month?

A.	 About 10 million 
B.	 About 1 million
C.	 About 6 million
D.	 About 12 million

4.	 Compared to the 1979 minimum wage, how much 
higher or lower is today’s minimum wage after taking 
into account the effects of inflation?

A.	 26% lower
B.	 15% lower
C.	 The same
D.	  8% greater

5.	 What should the U.S. government consider when 
responding to housing shortages in Native American 
communities?

A.	 The historical relationship between Native 	
	 Americans and the U.S. government

B.	 The cultural norms and traditions of 		
	 Native Americans

C.	 The number of homeless Native 			
	 Americans

D.	 All of the above

6.	 Section 8 is a federal housing assistance program that 
provides rent vouchers for low-income households.  
What is the average wait for a Section 8 voucher?

A.	 3 months
B.	 35 months
C.	 2 years
D.	 6 months

7.   	 In general, what impact does the construction of 
affordable and/or multi-family housing have on 
surrounding property values?

A.	 It reduces them by 15%
B.	 It has no effect or a positive effect
C.	 It increases them by 10%

8. 	 3.8% of white Americans live in housing that is 
considered   severely or moderately deficient.  What 
percentage of blacks are living in similar conditions?

A.	 5.6%
B.	 10.1%
C.	 22.2%
D.	 9.8%

9.	 What percentage of rental units considered affordable to 
very low-income families were destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina in the affected areas of New Orleans?

A.	 1/2
B.	 1/3
C.	 1/4
D.	 3/4

10.	 Which of the following constitutes a violation of the 
right to accessible housing?

A.	 The owner of an apartment building 		
	 refuses to rent to a disabled man because 	
	 she has concerns about his ability to live 		
	 independently.

B.	 A landlord will not rent a 1-bedroom  
	 apartment to a family of 4 because of 		
	 occupancy restrictions.

C.	 A landlord discovers a broken door in 
 	 a recently-vacated apartment so he retains 	
	 part of the security deposit to repair the 		
	 door and refunds the rest with interest.

D.	 None of the above
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 1.	 B – False. While The Fair Housing Act protects Americans from discrimination in housing, and the McKinney-Vento 
Homelessness Assistance Act provides a range of services and support for homeless Americans, there is no legal 
guarantee of housing within the Constitution of the United States. However, the United States has endorsed Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights which proclaims a universal human right to housing and has ratified the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination which addresses the universal right to housing.1

2.	 D - $16.31. In 2006, the National Low Income Housing Coalition reported that the national two-bedroom Housing 
Wage had increased from a rate of $15.78 in 2005 to $16.31, meaning that most two-bedroom homes are unaffordable 
even to families with two full-time minimum wage earners. If families cannot find housing that they can afford at their 
income-level they may end up paying a large percentage of their income on rent.2

3.	 C – About 6 million. In 2001, the U.S. Conference of Mayors reported that there were more than 6 million families 
spending more than half of their income on rent. These families could be at risk for a housing crisis.3

4.	 A – 26% Lower. While inflation has continued and cost of living has increased, minimum wages have not kept pace, 
moving low-wage workers closer to poverty and putting many housing opportunities out of reach.4

5.	 D – All of the above. Historically, Native Americans have been some of the most culturally and economically 
disadvantaged groups in the U.S. However, the U.S. government’s response to Native American housing issues has 
often failed to consider their cultural needs.5  

6.	 B – 35 months. The long waiting lists for housing assistance are one barrier to securing housing. The average family 
has to wait almost 3 years before receiving a Section 8 housing voucher, indicating that supply is nowhere near enough 
to meet demand. While waiting for housing assistance families may have to rely on temporary solutions such as 
sleeping in shelters or vehicles or doubling up with other families.6  

7.	 B – It has no effect or a positive effect. Contrary to the belief that affordable/multi-family housing drives down 
nearby property values, a 2000 study of the Twin Cities area by Maxfield Research Inc. indicated that in 98% of cases, 
the property values of houses nearby newly constructed affordable/multi-family housing remained as high or higher 
than those of comparable houses further from affordable developments.7

8.	 C – 22.2%. Racial and ethnic minorities are much more likely than whites to live in inadequate housing. While 
only 3.8% of whites living in housing that is considered severely or moderately deficient, that figure jumps to 22.2% 
for blacks and 13.0% for Hispanics. People who rent their homes are also more likely them homeowners to have 
inadequate housing; 7% of whites, 24.4% of blacks, and 17.6% of Hispanics live in severely or moderately deficient rental 
housing.8

9.	 D – 3/4. The 2005 hurricane season exacerbated the already severe shortage of affordable housing in the Gulf Coast. 
In the affected areas of New Orleans, ¾ of the housing affordable to very low-income renters (households earning less 
than 50% of the median income of the area) were destroyed. Furthermore, the response to the hurricane has failed 
to address the needs of low-income individuals, leaving many without options for return.9 

10.	 A. Discrimination against individuals with disabilities is the second most reported type of housing 
discrimination. Refusing to rent to minority or other disadvantaged groups constitutes a violation of the right to 
accessible housing. Landlords must consider the applications of disabled renters in the same way they would consider 
any applicant. Additionally, landlords must make reasonable accommodation for tenants with disabilities.10
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