Appendix A: Overseas Refugee Processing
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Priority 1 (P-1)


Processing


Referrals from UNHCR, 


U.S. Embassy or Non-Governmental Organizations 





Priority 2 (P-2) Processing


Direct registration available for individuals of designated groups 


of concern





Priority 3 (P-3) Processing


Affidavit of Relationship (AOR) filed to reunite an asylee or refugee in the U.S. with spouse/parent/child of designated nationalities





Overseas Processing Entity (OPE)


Prepare Form I-590 (Application for Refugee Status) 


Schedule case for DHS/USCIS interview


Submit case for security clearance





Denied





Key


DHS: U.S. Department of Homeland Security


UNHCR: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees


USCIS: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services


VOLAG: Non-profit voluntary resettlement agency





DHS/USCIS Interview


Access – Does the applicant qualify under a priority?


Definition – Does the applicant meet the refugee definition in INA § 101(a)(42)?


Firm Resettlement – Does the applicant have legal status elsewhere?


Inadmissibility – Do any exclusion grounds apply?








DECISION





Denied





Request for Reconsideration (RFR)


May submit one request within ninety days


Two grounds for reconsideration: allegations of error and/or new information





OPE


Sponsorship by VOLAG


Refer for medical exams


Cultural Orientation








Welcome to the U.S.!





Approved





International Organization for Migration (IOM)


Travel arrangements to the U.S.


Travel packets issued








ACCESS





PRE-


PROCESSING





INTERVIEW - REFUGEE CLAIM ADJUDICATION





POST-PROCESSING





Re-Interview











